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TAGS: ETRD PINT CH CA 

SUBJECT: PRC CANCELS CANADIAN TRADE EXHIBITION IN WUHAN 

SUMMARY: IN THE "CRITICISM" MOVEMENT'S PIRST TANGIBLE 
EPPECT ON THE POREIGN TRADE SECTOR COMING AT CHINESE 
INITIATIVE, THE PRC HAS CANCELED PREVIOUSLY AGREED PLANS 
POR A CANADIAN TRADE EXHIBITION IN WUHAN IN LATE APRIL. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . CCPIT INFORMED CANADIAN AUTHORITIES LAST WEEK THAT 
ITS TRADE EXHIBITION IN WUHAN HAD TO BE CANCELED. CCPIT 
SAID IT HAD HAD NUMEROUS DISCUSSIONS WITH THE LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES, BUT DESPITE ITS BEST EPFORTS, THEIR DECISION 
WAS AGAINST HOLDING THE EXHIBITION. NO PURTHER EXPLANA- 
TION WAS GIVEN, AND NO ALTERNATIVE SITE WAS OFPERED. 

2. AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED, FOLLOWING ITS CLOSING IN 
SHANGHAI ON APRIL 26 (ER 6, HK 3221), THE CANADIAN 
ELECTRICAL AND SCIENTIPIC INSTRUMENTS EXHIBITION WAS 
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TO BE DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS, ONE GOING TO WUHAN AND THE 
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OTHER TO PEKING. THESE PLANS HAVE BEEN IN THE WORKS 
FOR A YEAR OR SO, AND THE CHINESE HAD PREVIOUSLY AGREED 
TO THEM. HOWEVER, THE CHINESE HAVE BEEN BLOSING HOT AND 
COLD ON WUHAN EOR THE PAST THREE MONTHS AND FINALLY 
SAID DEFINITELY NO LAST WEEK. 

3. SOURCE IS JOHN P. HIGGINBOTHAM, COMMERCIAL OFEICER 
OF CANADIAN EMBASSY AT PEKING WHO IS IN SHANGHAI TO 
HELP WITH SETTING UP THE EXHIBITION AND WAS IN HONG 
KONG BRIEELY LATE LAST WEEK. HE TOLD CONGENOFE THAT 
THE CHINESE HAVE BEEN GIVING THE CANADIANS ALL POSSIBLE 
COOPERATION IN SHANGHAI, WHERE THEIR EXHIBITION IS TO 
OPEN APRIL 16, AND SPECULATED THAT THIS WAS PARTLY TO 
MAKE UP FOR CANCELLING THE EXHIBIT IN WUHAN. 

COMMENT: AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THIS CONSTITUTES THE FIRST 
TANGIBLE EFFECT OF THE "CRITICISM" MOVEMENT ON THE PRC 
FOREIGN TRADE SECTOR THAT HAS OCCURRED AT CHINESE 
INITIATIVE. THE INFORMATION ALSO PRESENTS FURTHER CON- 
FIRMATION OF UNSETTLED CONDITIONS IN WUHAN (HK 2864 AND 
PREVIOUS). 
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